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Power Point Presentation

This presentation is available for download from 
the RRC website at 
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/oil-and-
gas/workshops-and-conferences/rrc-regulatory-
webinars/regulatory-webinars-2021-schedule/

https://www.rrc.texas.gov/oil-and-gas/workshops-and-conferences/rrc-regulatory-webinars/regulatory-webinars-2021-schedule/
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AFFECTED STATEWIDE RULES

• SWR 5:   Plat and Purpose of Filing

• SWR 37: Lease Line and Between Well        
Spacing

• SWR 38: Density

• SWR 40: Double Assignment of Acreage

• SWR 86: Horizontal Wellbores and 
Off-Lease penetration points.
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LET’S GET STARTED



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

WHAT IS YOUR PURPOSE OF FILING?

• NEW DRILL

• RECOMPLETION

• RE CLASS

• FIELD TRANSFER

• RE ENTER
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GENERAL INFORMATION – First Half
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GPS COORDINATES (1 of 2)

GPS coordinates for the SHL are required.

It is ok, and helpful, to provide coordinates for all 
points on the plat.

• Coordinates must be shown on the plat:

▪ Do not enter a set of coordinates on the W-1 
that are not shown on the plat.
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GPS COORDINATES (2 of 2)

• Datums allowed:

▪ GCS NAD 27, GCS NAD 83, and WGS 84.

• Coordinate systems accepted:

▪ Degrees Minutes Seconds.

▪ Decimal Degrees.

▪ State Plane.

• The State Plane Zone is required on the plat.
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SURFACE LOCATION LEGAL DESCRIPTION

• 2 non-parallel perpendicular survey line calls.

• At least the survey name of the surface 
location.

• Distance & Direction FROM the nearest town 
to the surface location.
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GENERAL INFORMATION – Second Half
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IMPORTANCE OF TRACKING NUMBER
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FIELD LIST (1 of 5)
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FIELD LIST (2 of 5)

• The Field List tab is where your proposed 
fields are entered.

▪ Drilling Permits staff will not question your 
proposed fields. Please ensure accuracy.

• The Primary Field (first field selected):

▪ Controls the Lease Name, District Number, and 
wellbore profile.

▪ Primary field designation can be changed once 
another field has been added.
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FIELD LIST (3 of 5)
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FIELD LIST (4 of 5)
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FIELD LIST (5 of 5)
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FIELD DETAILS (1 of 6)

REQUIRED INFORMATION

• Two Non-Parallel Perpendicular Lease Line 
Distances

• Pooled Unit/Unitized Lease

• Well Type

• Completion Depth
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FIELD DETAILS (2 of 6)

REQUIRED INFORMATION:

• Distance to Nearest Lease Line

• Distance to Nearest Well

• Total Wells on Lease

• Total Acres in the Lease
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FIELD DETAILS (3 of 6)
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FIELD DETAILS (4 of 6)
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FIELD DETAILS (5 of 6)
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FIELD DETAILS (6 of 6)
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Illustration of Wellbore
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FIELD DETAILS TAB (1 OF 5)

• Online system now automatically determines 
Rule exception status even in field with special 
horizontal take point language.

▪ Dual lease line spacing (heel/toe spacing).

• Allows for quicker approval times for W-1s in 
fields with special rules that do not have rule 
exceptions flagged.
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FIELD DETAILS TAB (2 OF 5)

Vertical Well:

• The box in red is the Rule 37 spacing validation for a 
Vertical well.

• A Directional well still requires this distance from the 
Surface Location, however, it will not be the Rule 37 
spacing validation for that profile.
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FIELD DETAILS TAB (3 OF 5)

Directional Well:
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FIELD DETAILS TAB (4 OF 5)

Horizontal well WITHOUT special horizontal field rules:
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FIELD DETAILS TAB (5 OF 5)

Horizontal well WITH special horizontal field rules:
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Dual Lease Line Spacing

Heel and Toe Spacing:

Both axial distance 
and perpendicular 
distance trigger a SWR 
37 exception.
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HORIZONTAL WELL Illustration
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Off Lease Penetration Point (1 of 3)
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Off Lease Penetration Point (2 of 3)

Two Examples of 
acceptable Certified 
Mail Receipts for an 
Off-Lease Penetration 
Point Notice:
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Off Lease Penetration Point (3 of 3)

A delivery receipt 
such as this is 
problematic because 
we can’t confirm 
where this was 
delivered.

The receipt shows that the notice was delivered to 
a mailroom in Texas, but is not specific:

• Which mailroom?

• Where in Texas?
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Depth Severance Information (1 of 4)

• The boxes shown here will be used to report the 
existence of a horizontal division of ownership.

• Values are required in these two boxes.

• These boxes are present for all UFT fields.
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Depth Severance Information (2 of 4)

• If a horizontal division of ownership does NOT exist,

▪ Enter 0 for the Upper and 999999 for the Lower values.

▪ This will indicate full interval ownership.

• Correlative interval values from the field rules docket 
are an estimate and may not reflect the correlative 
interval at your lease location.

▪ Due to this, 0-999999 is a more effective way of relaying 
full interval rights.
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Correlative Interval Illustration
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Depth Severance Information (3 of 4)

• If a horizontal division of ownership DOES exist: 

▪ Enter the Upper and Lower values from your lease 
agreement to define the interval.

▪ The completion depth must fall within the interval as 
indicated by the upper and lower values.
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Depth Severance Information (4 of 4)

• If Section V of the P-16 is being used and multiple 
depth severances exist:

▪ Add a comment to the W-1 and P-16 that lists the 
applicable severances for each tract listed in Section V.

▪ The completion depth must fall within the range of all 
the intervals indicated in the comment.

• For the W-1 entry when a mix of severances exists:

▪ Use the severance interval from the first tract 
encountered along the wellbore path in which a 
severance applies to the well.
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ATTACHMENTS (1 of 3)

WHAT ATTACHMENTS ARE REQUIRED?

• Plat - always required.

• P-12 - for pooled units.

• P-16 - for all horizontal wells in any field, and all 
wellbore profiles in UFT fields.

• Rule 40 - notification documents, if applicable
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ATTACHMENTS (2 of 3)

Waivers, Lists, and Letters for rule exceptions or 
off lease PoP’s: 

• Any waivers, service lists, or due diligence 
letters are required based on your exception 
resolution.
▪ A Due Diligence Letter is required anytime you are 

requesting publication for a rule exception.

• A field transfer letter is required for ALL Field 
Transfer applications.
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ATTACHMENTS (3 of 3)
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ATTACHMENTS: P-12 (1 of 3)

• For pooled units only, or when a pooled unit is 
being used with an Allocation or PSA permit.

• Operator Name, Field Name, and Lease name 
should match the acreage the P-12 supports.

• Well number should match the W1 (unless the 
W1 is an allocation or PSA well, see notes for 
details on this).
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ATTACHMENTS: P-12 (2 of 3)

• Tract identifiers on the Form should match the 
tract identifiers on the plat.

• Tract acreages should match the tract 
acreages on the plat.

• Indicate any partially unleased interests or 
non-pooled interests by checking the 
appropriate box for each tract.
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ATTACHMENTS: P-12 (3 of 3)

Remember to 
associate each P-12 
with a plat:

• Individual plats 
have been 
uploaded for each 
pooled unit.

• Each P-12 is 
associated with a 
respective plat.
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When to attach a P-16:

• All wells in UFT fields (regardless of profile).

• All horizontal wells (regardless of field).

• All Allocation and PSA wells.

ATTACHMENTS: P-16 (1 of 3)
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ATTACHMENTS: P-16 (2 of 3)
What to list, and what Sections to use:

• List only wells producing that have been 
completed or proposed (do not list service 
type wells).
▪ See notes on this slide for additional info.

• For UFT fields it is only required to show a 
profile specific listing.

• Refer to the chart on the next slide for which 
sections to use depending on your type of 
filing.
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ATTACHMENTS: P-16 (3 of 3)

Keep in mind that these requirements are subject to change if 
field rules are amended through hearing.
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ATTACHMENTS: Rule 40 Notice

If you are applying for a Rule 40 exception:

• The Rule 40 Notification documents are required 
as detailed in SWR 40.

▪ Notice letter dated within 15 days of the W-1 
submission date.

▪ Plat showing offsets listed within a half mile radius 
from producing section of the wellbore.

• Use filetype classification “Other”

▪ Indicate in the filename “Rule 40 Notice”



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

COMMENTS
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REVIEW (1 of 3)

This is the last step before payment:

• Goal is to have 100% blue check marks.

• If errors exist go to page and resolve issues.

• When all sections show blue checkmarks, the 
application is ready to be submitted.
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REVIEW (2 of 3)
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REVIEW (3 of 3)
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PAYMENT (1 of 2)
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PAYMENT (2 of 2)
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PAYMENT PORTAL (1 of 2)
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PAYMENT PORTAL (2 of 2)
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PAYMENT PROCESSED
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PAYMENT ISSUES (1 of 4)

Staff can assist or investigate if:

• System timed out during payment.

• Payment successful but W-1 not submitted.

• Duplicate payment messages.
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PAYMENT ISSUES (2 of 4)

Staff cannot assist if:

• Account balance is insufficient for payment.

• CC balance is insufficient for payment, or maxed.

• You used the wrong card or method of payment:

▪ If the wrong card or account was used, and 
payment was successful, we cannot issue a refund. 
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PAYMENT ISSUES (3 of 4)

Tips for troubleshooting payment issues:

• Check your CC balance.

• Check your bank account balance.

• Use the Drilling Permit Query to check for successful 
submission.
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PAYMENT ISSUES (4 of 4)

To avoid non-refundable fees, or duplicate 
payments please call the Drilling Permits group if 
you encounter any errors:

• Do NOT try to resubmit if you have an issue. Call 
us first. 

▪ Ask for Manager or Team Lead.

• You could inadvertently make two payments if you 
try to resubmit before calling.
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SWR 78

Statewide Rule 78 covers the financial aspects of the 
permitting process:

• By Rule, all permitting fees are Non-Refundable.

• If a W-1 is submitted with a Rule exception that is not 
needed, it will be removed, and the fees lost:

▪ Please be sure to check the accuracy of your filing before 
submitting.

• If you have any questions regarding a request to amend 
or recomplete, please call the Drilling Permits group first.
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Contact Drilling Permits

For questions or assistance regarding a W-1 
application, please contact the Drilling Permits 
group at:

Phone: 512-463-6751

Fax: 512-463-6780

Email: drillingpermits-info@rrc.texas.gov

Website: http://www.rrc.texas.gov/

Address: P.O. Box 12967, Austin, Texas 78711-2967
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Thank You

Remember: You are your best defense in 
preventing problems with your application. Please 
be diligent and check your work before submitting 

it for review.
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Evaluation & Archive Video

Evaluation

• Please complete the evaluation available on 
the RRC website at 
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6403402/202
1-RRC-Regulatory-Webinars-Oil-Gas-and-
Pipeline-Safety-Evaluation

Archive Video

• A link to the archive video of the webcast will 
be available on the same webpage as the 
presentation.

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6403402/2021-RRC-Regulatory-Webinars-Oil-Gas-and-Pipeline-Safety-Evaluation

